PREFACE

IN attempting to sketch the career of Frederick
the Great and to define its relation to the
rise of Prussia, I have made free use of many
printed works, especially of Frederick's own (Enures
and of the elaborate Politische Correspondent of his
reign. With these great " primary " authorities may
perhaps be ranked the face and voice of modern
Germany, rich in evidence of Frederick's work,
which have doubtless influenced my opinions more
than I am aware of. Among " secondary " authori-
ties I owe most to the opulent treasure-house of
Carlyle's Frederick the Great and to the more sys-
tematic narrative of Professor Koser. His Friedrich
der Grosse als Kronprinz^ which largely inspired the
wpric of Lavisse translated under the title The
$outh of Frederick the Great, forms my chief source
for much of Frederick's early life, as does the last
volume of the Konig Friedrich der Grosse (1903), for
the domestic labours after 1763. Mr. Herbert Tut-
tle's judicious History of Prussia gave me much as-
sistance down to the outbreak of the Seven Years'
War, and I have often referred to Mr. Lodge's Mod-
ern Europe and Mr. Henderson's Short History of
Germany.
At critical points in the record of the years 1712